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The Outsiders
The narrator of the story finds himself dreaming when he is supposed to be engaged in some other constructive activity. He fears that Soda might come in and drag him out of sleep or even wrestle him off. This fear suggests that the narrator feels insecure in that environment. This phenomenon is usually common with people who do not feel complete members of some given social group. Ponyboy represents a group of people known as greasers since he always behaves as an outsider and keeps looking at his past. The other characters, the likes of Johnny and Darry, represent the socs.
Ponyboy fears that Darry and Soda could ambush and chase him out of bed. This statement depicts that Pony is a fearful boy. Johnny directs that time was due to have their hair cut short without seeking their consent. This statement paints him with a dictatorial trait. At some point, Darry seems busy preparing some breakfast. This act of preparing some meal for himself and the others shows how responsible he is. The author uses fiction to pass a message of conflict among the boys. At some point, Johnny admits that he had killed a kid although he had no such intention. The narrator says that neither Curly Shepherd nor Tom could face any form of intimidation since they were strong enough to resist.
Ponyboy reads “Gone with the wind to Johnny” to imply that he accidentally fell in Jonny’s violent actions. The narrator depicts Johnny as a boy who bullied others regularly. Johnny was not a bright boy in class and scored some low grades, but this scenario did not present him as a mental dwarf. The book is quite important to the boys as it introduces them to some good virtues universally accepted by society. For instance, the boys later realized that haircuts pass a strong message about one’s character to onlookers, and therefore people tend to judge others according to their hairstyles.
The American civil war can be analogized using the characters in the book. Ponyboy; an outsider represents the immigrants in America while the rest represent the other indigenous communities in the great continent. The superiority complexes end up fuelling inter-community clashes. The cold rock floor on which Ponyboy had been lying is an imagery of the severe conditions some people undergo in the hands of others.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In reference to the novel, “The way of the knife”, the symbol of knife satisfactorily explains the theme of violence towards the minority. The knife symbolizes lethal weapons used to kill those who do not seem to comply with what the bullies demand. Also, anyone who is weak in this war-torn society would just be butchered to pave the way for the strong. Thus, the similarity in the themes indicates individual power associated with the authority to commit violent acts.
